

10

JESUS – THE SUFFERING SERVANT
MARK 7:24-37
12 JUNE 2011
2ND STREET COMMUNITY CHURCH
GREGG LAMM | pastor-teacher
www.2ndstreet.org



Good morning.  I’m looking forward to digging into MARK 7:24-37 with you.  I don’t know if you’ve ever given much thought to what it takes to put together the Sunday teachings I share here, but several people have asked me about this recently, so here are he basics … the simplest way to put it is that IT’S NOT FAST FOOD. Here’s what I do to prepare each of my annual 40 Sunday teachings …

1. Read through the Scripture passage I’ll teach through a dozen or so times, using a variety of both TRANSLATIONS and PARAPHRASES (NASB, NCV, ESV, THE MESSAGE, JB PHILLIPS, THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE, NLT, NET, and WUEST) identifying themes, specific words, ideas, and potential FAITH LESSONS.
2. Spend time praying, meditating, listening.
3. Read through all cross references found in the NASB and through other related Bible references that came to my heart and mind while reading through the passage.
4. Read though the notes in five Study Bibles (NASB STUDY BIBLE, NKJV WORD IN LIFE STUDY BIBLE, ESV STUDY BIBLE, NKJV JOHN MACARTHUR STUDY BIBLE, NKJV NELSON STUDY BIBLE).
5. Write the basic outline.
6. Write the detailed manuscript.
7. Rewrite the manuscript.
8. Write the FAITH LESSONS.
9. Create the PowerPoint.

In a way, it’s a lot like FIXING A HOLIDAY MEAL.  There’s planning, reading, recipe development, shopping, preparing, and organizing the ingredients needed for all the parts of the meal … and then the mixing, kneading, waiting, rising, and finally, the sharing of the meal.  I spend about 12 hours on each Sunday’s teaching, and can’t thank you enough for giving me the time I need to “prepare these meals”.

Many pastor-teachers want to put this much time into teaching preparation, but the problem is that their churches have them doing so many other things that they don’t have the time.  So thank you for valuing this part of my ministry with you.  

So with that introduction, please turn with me in your Bibles to MARK 7:24-37 … a passage in which we’ll see Jesus travel outside of Israel to an area called Tyre and Sidon then, and that today is called Lebanon … where we’ll see Jesus perform a spiritual deliverance and a wonderful healing.  And as we move into this story, I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON and I share it with you here because I want it to be an aroma that lingers through our journey through these fourteen verses …
FAITH LESSON

The character of Jesus Christ never changes, but Jesus Christ is anything but predictable.  Jesus Christ’s behavior will always be in line with His character, and the same must be true of His followers. 
Gang, God longs for His followers live out their relationship with Him with congruity, consistency, and with undivided hearts and minds.  He’s looking for followers who practice what they preach, and whose inward faith turns outward in ways real and stable.  And so as followers of Jesus Christ, you and I HAVE GOT TO LEARN HOW TO LET OUR ACTIONS FLOW OUT OF THE CHARACTER OF JESUS CHRIST IN US.

But here’s the deal … WE ALSO HAVE TO REMAIN ADAPTABLE, FLEXIBLE, AND OPEN TO CHANGE AS THE HOLY SPIRIT LEADS US.  To learn to live this fluid, Jesus-way is to live the lives OF DELIVERANCE and MIRACLES God has in store or us … lives that will encounter and engage the Jesus we’ll meet here in MARK 7:24-37.

MARK 7:24 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

24 Jesus got up and went away from there to the region of Tyre.  And when He had entered a house, He wanted no one to know of it; yet He could not escape notice.

We’ve seen in our previous two studies that after the disciples returned from their short-term mission trip, Jesus wanted to take them away for a time of rest.  I think Jesus went to Tyre and Sidon at this particular time because He was tired, He knew His disciples were tired, and because all of them needed to take a break from ministry.  But the rest didn’t come because when they went to Bethsaida the crowds followed them – and then the same thing happened when they tried to get away from the crowds at Gennesaret.

Jesus wanted the opportunity to debrief with His friends and fuel them up, teaching them the FAITH LESSONS they needed to learn from their recent past as training points for the future.  And gang, Jesus longs to do this same thing with you and with me.  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON

Busyness is never a sign of spiritual maturity; in fact, it’s more often than not a roadblock to it.

Jesus Christ longs to teach us the meaning behind our life experiences, but if we never “rest and go away with Him” we won’t learn these lessons.  Let’s slow down and learn to push the “pause button” on life so that Jesus can teach us the important truths He longs to share with us.

In MARK 6:1, Jesus and His disciples were in His hometown of Nazareth … just West of the North end of the Sea of Galilee.  Then in MARK 6:45 they traveled East to a town called Bethsaida, that was on the Northeastern tip of the Sea of Galilee.  Then in MARK 6:53 they traveled back across the Sea of Galilee to Gennesaret.  It was a city then, but now it’s just the name of the region … and they stayed in this area through MARK 7:23.  And now in MARK 7:24, Jesus and His disciples traveled roughly 50 miles to the North of Israel, to visit some Gentile cities in a region referred to here as Tyre and Sidon, and which is near to the modern-day city of Beirut, Lebanon.

When Matthew tells us this story MATTHEW 15, he was writing to Jews, so he called it Canaan – a name that as Jews they’d understand.  But Mark was writing to Gentiles, including Greeks, so he calls it Tyre and Sidon, and in doing so, he gives his readers a geographical marker that he was talking about the area North of Israel, that for nearly 1,000 years (until it was nearly destroyed by Alexander the Great in the 4th-Century), had been ruled by the Phoenicians … but that was now was beyond the authority and the rule of both Herod and the JEWISH RELIGIOUS LEADERS.

20th and 21st-Century archeologists have unearthed many remarkable finds at Tyre and Sidon … a hippodrome (which was an arena for horses and chariot races), a huge bathhouse, an amphitheater/forum, a theater, and numerous tombs.  Tyre was originally a small offshore island, but during a 4th-Century siege by Alexander the Great, it was connected to the mainland with a series of small, manmade jetties.

Like the times Jesus ministered to non-Jews in Samaria (cf., JOHN 4:7-44), usually on His travels between the Jerusalem region in the South, and the Galilee region in the North, ministry to Gentiles was unusual, because like Jesus said in MATTHEW 15:24, the focus of His three-year ministry was on the lost sheep of Israel.

But this emphasizes once again the truth that as followers of Jesus Christ, we have to be rooted in His PLAN, we have to centered in His PURPOSES, and we’ve got to know and engage in His MISSION … but we also need to learn how to remain adaptable, flexible, and open to change as the Holy Spirit leads us.  Throughout His ministry, Jesus DIDN’T OBEY the Jewish rules, laws, and traditions that would keep Him as a faithful Jew from having ANYTHING TO DO WITH GENTILES, OR ENTERING THEIR HOMES.  Here’s what 20th-Century British Bible scholar and author William Barclay writes about this in his Daily Study Bible commentary on MARK …

“… just as a Jew would never soil his lips with forbidden foods, so he would never soil his life by contact with the unclean Gentile.”

MARK 7:24 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

24 Jesus got up and went away from there to the region of Tyre.  And when He had entered a house, He wanted no one to know of it; yet He could not escape notice.

Jesus didn’t offend people needlessly, but at the same time He knew better than everyone that TIMING WAS EVERYTHING when it came to breaking down the walls between Jew and Gentiles that had existed for centuries and bringing them into one body that would eventually be called “the church”.  Jesus knew it wasn’t yet time to bring Jews and non-Jews into this one, new body, and so He wanted to keep His presence in the region on the low-down.  Good luck, right?  
Because notice in v. 24, that when Jesus entered the house, He couldn’t escape notice.  This means that people couldn’t help but notice Jesus … and that ONCE THEY REALLY SAW WHO HE WAS, they couldn’t take their eyes off Him.  I love what this teaches us about what God wants to be true in our lives as followers of Jesus Christ.  When people enter our houses, they should be able to see that we’re Jesus followers … and that our lives and our words should draw others to Jesus Christ.

LISTEN … when Jesus is in our houses … and by that, I mean, in our lives, living inside of us, as well as in our physical houses as well, things change:  Our LIVES change … our THOUGHTS change, our WORDS change, our ACTIONS change, and our PRIORITIES and our VALUES change.  If you’re trying to hide Jesus, so that others won’t see that you’re a follower of Jesus Christ, then the question has to be asked … 

WHY ARE YOU STAYING IN THE CLOSET?

When Jesus is in your house, it will become obvious to everyone, because nobody can hide a real, living, transforming relationship with Him for very long.  It’s like what the Apostle Paul writes about in SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:17 …

SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:17 (JB PHILLIPS NT)

17 When someone is in Christ they become a new person altogether - the past is finished and gone, everything has become fresh and new.

And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON

When Jesus Christ and His MISSION become our life, we’ll be noticed.  Once we’re identified and counted as His followers, it’s then that like was said of King David, we can begin to “serve the purposes of God in our generation.” (ACTS 13:36)

In MARK 7, it’s been about 14 months since Jesus’ ministry began, and nearly everybody had heard that Jesus had performed miracles, and healed and cast demons out of both Jews and Gentiles.  So wherever Jesus went, people would look around for those who needed His healing touch … and bring them, and themselves to Him.

ILLUSTRATION … I remember standing in a line at Disneyland and watching ill people being able to go to the front of the line and skip the waiting … and I wondered if this was why people brought their sick friends to Jesus … maybe they got to go to the front of the line!

But as we read through the Jesus-story in MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE, and JOHN, it becomes clear that people whose lives were going along okay often seemed to ignore Jesus and His message … but people who were getting beat up by their hurts, habits, and hang-ups, and by the effect of the sins on others on them … SPIRITUALLY, EMOTIONALLY, RELATIONALLY, ECONOMICALLY, and PHYSICALLY … these people came to Jesus in droves, and humbled themselves in surrender to the One who gave them hope, healing, and deliverance.  And gang, what was true 2,000 years ago in the Holy Land, is true this morning in Newberg, Oregon, in 2011.

When things are going well in our lives, you and I don’t typically seek out the Lord … instead, we just go along with the flow and EAT, DRINK, AND TRY TO STAY MERRY, so to speak.  But beginning in MARK 7:24, a woman came to Jesus to plead with Him to intercede to God for the deliverance of her demon-possessed daughter.  And in this woman I believe we see a beautiful picture of unconditional love and devotion.

MARK 7:25-28 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

25 But after hearing of Him, a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately came and fell at His feet.
26 Now the woman was a Gentile, of the Syrophoenician race.  And she kept asking Him to cast the demon out of her daughter.

27 And He was saying to her, “Let the children be satisfied first, for it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”
28 But she answered and said to Him, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs under the table feed on the children’s crumbs.”

At first it seems like Jesus is discouraging the woman, reminding her that the children (an unveiled reference to the Jewish people) had priority over the little dogs (an unveiled reference to Gentiles like her).  In Jesus’ day, Jews often called Gentiles “dogs” in a very derogatory way.  Again, listen to the words of Bible teacher William Barclay from his Daily Study Bible commentary on MARK …
 
“The dog was not the well-loved guardian it is today; more commonly it was a symbol of dishonor.  To the Greeks, the word dog meant a shameless and audacious woman; it was used exactly with the connotation we use the word bitch today.  To the Jews it was equally a term of contempt.”
 
But Jesus didn’t use the common Greek word for dogs here.  He softened his language by using a DIMINUTIVE FORM OF THE WORD … little dogs –reminding the woman of her place as a Gentile and yet not pushing her completely away.  Again, Barclay writes …

“In the Greek language, diminutives are characteristically affectionate.  Jesus took the sting out of the word.”

This woman understood Jesus wasn’t labeling her, judging her, or casting her out … and she responded to Him with great faith.  FIRST, she accepted her low place before Jesus by not debating His reference to little dogs … that showed a level of humility most of us struggle to ascend to.  SECOND, she asked Jesus to deal with her on her level when she said in v. 28, “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs under the table feed on the children’s crumbs.”  And we see Jesus’ response to her and the outcome of their encounter in vv. 29-30 …

MARK 7:29-30 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

29 And He said to her, “Because of this answer go; the demon has gone out of your daughter.”
30 And going back to her home, she found the child lying on the bed, the demon having left.
 
In Matthew's account of this story found in MATTHEW 15:28, he tells us that Jesus saw this woman’s response to Him as coming from her great faith.  And in his version of this conversation, the woman revealed a great faith in Jesus Christ as the Messiah, calling Him the Son of David, and she expressed the truth that it was God's ultimate desire to be a Savior of both the Jew and the Gentile.  I really connect with what the Bible Exposition Commentary says about this woman’s great faith …

“Great faith is faith that takes God at His Word and will not let go until God meets the need.  Great faith can lay hold of even the slightest encouragement, and turn it into a fulfilled promise. ‘Lord, increase our faith.’”

This woman of great faith revealed a faith in the character of God that you and I need to learn from and emulate.  She knew Jesus would never turn away a sincere person in need, no matter who they were … and until Jesus came along, most Rabbis taught that the lowest of the low in terms of talking with God and receiving from God was a woman … and a Syrophoenician woman was lower than even a Jewish woman. 

Friends, Jesus wasn’t being difficult with this broken-hearted mother.  He was drawing out of her an expression of great faith so that not only would her daughter be delivered, but so that she would develop a deeper, more solid relationship with Him.

If you’re like me, THEN I IMAGINE YOU’VE HAD TIMES IN YOUR LIFE WHERE YOU’VE WONDERED IF GOD WAS JUST BEING DIFFICULT WITH YOU TO TRY AND TEACH YOU SOME KIND OF A LESSON.  I mean, why else wouldn’t God answer your prayers IMMEDIATELY?  And why else wouldn’t God provide a miracle INSTANTLY?

I get that.  I’ve asked these same questions myself … and in fact, I asked them just this past week in a hard situation I was going through.  But what I was reminded of was that when it seems like God is distant, and when it seems like God’s taking too long to answer … THAT GOD IS USUALLY UP TO SOMETHING MUCH DEEPER.

In these times, it could be that God is allowing you and me to discover A DEEPER KIND OF FAITH, A NEW LEVEL OF PERSEVERANCE, or A NEW EXPERIENCE IN PREVAILING PRAYER — all of which are beautiful, invaluable paths to a new kind of KNOWLEDGE, to a new kind of UNDERSTANDING, and to a new kind of WISDOM – all of which will help us not only in our PRESENT SITUATION, but that will also help us down the road, and around the corner, IN THE CHALLENGES YET TO COME.

In v. 26 Mark tells us that the woman KEPT ASKING Jesus to cast the demon out of her daughter – KEPT ASKING is the Greek imperfect tense which means that “she was continually and without missing a beat, making this request …”  Gang, sometimes we come to God with a kind of faith, but without humility – and other times we come to God with a kind of humility, but without faith.  But when humility and faith are combined, it’s a powerful thing and leads us to a tenacious great faith.

You and I need to see the power of coming to God as we are, engaging Him and letting Him engage us in the process, make good on His promises to those the world has labeled as weak, unclean, unworthy, or outcasts.  From what Jesus tells this woman, I think that if she had said to Jesus, “Hey wait a minute, who are you calling a dog?” I don’t believe she would have received the deliverance her daughter needed.  But her humble, faith-filled submission to Jesus opened the door to victory.  This woman wasn’t pushy, she was tenacious, and she was a woman of great faith.

When times get tough, does your faith diminish and do you push away from God?  Or when times get tough, does your faith increase and do you press deeper into God?

In ACTS 20, the Apostle Paul was told that if he kept following the clear leading God was giving him … that if he made decisions that would keep him smack-dab in the middle of God’s will, that the result was going to be torture and prison.  And here’s Paul’s response to this advice in ACTS 20:24 …

ACTS 20:24 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

24 I don't care about my own life.  The most important thing is that I complete my mission, the work that the Lord Jesus gave me – to tell people the Good News about God's grace. 

Like this woman in MARK 7, Paul’s decision was to push on.  He had great faith.

ILLUSTRATION … Hal Sherbeck coached the Fullerton Community College football team for many years, and was famous for being the winningest Junior College Football coach in history.  When The Los Angeles Times interviewed Coach Sherbeck recently, the sportswriter wanted to know his secret.  Without hesitation Coach Sherbeck said that his credo could best be stated in words written by an anonymous author …

PRESS ON.
Nothing in the world can take the place of PERSISTENCE.
TALENT will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with TALENT.
GENIUS will not; unrewarded GENIUS is almost a proverb.
EDUCATION will not; the world is full of EDUCATED derelicts.
PERSISTENCE and DETERMINATION alone are important.
KEEP GOING.

I know that Sherbeck left out the most important ingredient of all … a PERSISTENT FAITH AND TRUST IN JESUS CHRIST.  But he hit the nail on the head, that you and I so often depend on things other than what, or who we SHOULD and in fact, MUST depend on.  Okay, let’s read MARK 7:31-37 and wrap up this morning’s teaching by looking at one more beautiful healing from Jesus …

MARK 7:31-33 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

31 Again He went out from the region of Tyre, and came through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, within the region of Decapolis.
32 They brought to Him one who was deaf and spoke with difficulty, and they implored Him to lay His hand on him.
33 Jesus took him aside from the crowd, by himself, and put His fingers into his ears, and after spitting, He touched his tongue with the saliva;

To intercede for someone is to stand in the gap and plead his or her case to a higher power.  Intercessory prayer is bringing the needs of someone else to God in prayer … intercessory prayer is standing in the gap between them and God.  This man needed to experience God’s healing, and his friends stood in the gap for him, and in response, Jesus used a curious method of healing.  v. 33 says Jesus took the man aside from the crowd, by himself, and put His fingers into his ears, and after spitting, He touched his tongue with the saliva.  Weird, right?  But why do you think Jesus used such an unusual method to bring about this man’s healing?

I love that so many people cared about this man who couldn’t hear and who had trouble speaking … and I have a feeling that many of these friends had also prayed many prayers for his healing.  But I seriously doubt that anyone had ever stuck their fingers in his ears and spit on his tongue like this.

The language here is actually kind of vague.  The NASB and others make it sound like Jesus touched the man’s tongue with His spit, but that’s not what it actually says.  The problem is that there are just too many uses of the word “his” in the verse.  So which ones are Jesus, and which ones are the man’s?  Maybe Jesus spit on the ground and touched the man’s tongue.  Or maybe Jesus put His own fingers into His own ears, spit on the ground, and then touched His own tongue.  Or maybe Jesus’ unusual use of fingers, spitting, and touching was a simple sign language to try to communicate with this man who could neither hear well or speak well.  But none of this is very clear.

But what we do know is that throughout the GOSPELS Jesus brings healing to people in many different ways.  We find Him healing with words, and healing without words.  We find Him healing in response to the faith of the person needing healing, and we find Him healing in response to the faith of another person – often a relative or a friend of the person healed.  And I see a FOURTH FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON

Jesus Christ, the creator of the universe, the Son of God, and the second member of the Triunity of God, refuses to be tied down to one method to show us His power.  Jesus is never dependent on one single method for healing, but on the sovereign power of God.
I believe Jesus did something completely new here to catch this precious man’s attention, because He knew that because of this man’s specific afflictions He wouldn’t be able to catch the man’s attention with words alone.  Just like Jesus knows you and Jesus knows me today … Jesus knew there was something special in the manner of healing He used that day what would minister specifically to the particular needs of this man.  It’s like the truth written about in HEBREWS 4:13 …

HEBREWS 4:13 (CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH VERSION)

13 Nothing is hidden from God!  He sees through everything …

This reminds me of what G. Campbell Morgan, a late 19th and early 20th-Century British pastor-teacher, wrote about this by in his commentary on MARK … 

“Jesus always adapts His method to the peculiar circumstances or need of the people with whom He is dealing.  I am quite convinced if we could perfectly know each person Jesus encountered and healed, we should discover the reason for each method He used.  In every case Jesus Christ adapted Himself to the needs of the person.”

MARK 7:34-37 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

34 and looking up to heaven with a deep sigh, He said to him, “Ephphatha!” that is, “Be opened!”
35 And his ears were opened, and the impediment of his tongue was removed, and he began speaking plainly.
36 And He gave them orders not to tell anyone; but the more He ordered them, the more widely they continued to proclaim it.
37 They were utterly astonished, saying, “He has done all things well; He makes even the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

I believe that the sigh Jesus let out here in v. 34 was an inward groan of His compassionate response to the pain, the sorrow, and the brokenness sin brings into the world … and that it was also an intercessory prayer to God the Father on behalf of this man.  In fact, it’s the same Greek word, stenadzo [στεναζο], the Apostle Paul uses when describing intercessory prayer in ROMANS 8:23, 26.
 
But after Jesus’ sigh/prayer, the man’s ears were opened, the impediment of his tongue was removed, and he began speaking plainly.  The uncommon Greek word rendered impediment of his tongue in v. 32 is mogilalos [μογιλαλοσ].  This is the only place mogilalos is found in The New Testament, and it’s also used just once in the Septuagint (the Greek translation of The Old Testament), in ISAIAH 35:5-6 …

ISAIAH 35:5-6 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

5 -6 Then the blind people will see again, and the deaf will hear.  Crippled people will jump like deer, and those who can't talk now will shout with joy.  Water will flow in the desert, and streams will flow in the dry land. (emphasis added)
Mark wants us to know that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, the Messiah of the world had come, bringing the glorious benefits of His rule with Him.  And just like ISAIAH 35:5-6 spoke prophetically to THE COMING OF THE MESSIAH … Mark tells us here that this precious man’s healing in Tyre and Sidon proved THAT ISAIAH’S PROPHECY HAD NOW COME TO PASS AND THE MESSIAH HAD COME FROM HEAVEN TO EARTH.

I love how v. 37 wraps up this passage … They were utterly astonished, saying, “He has done all things well”.  Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase THE MESSAGE renders it this way, “He's done it all and done it well.”  Gang, JESUS DOES ALL THINGS WELL.  There’s nothing slip-shod or sloppy about Jesus’ work.  This is true of Jesus’ acts of CREATION, and it’s even truer of the works of REDEMPTION He’s up to in the lives of those who follow Him … and that He’s even up to in the lives of those who aren’t yet following Him.  

AS THE FLOCK CALLED 2ND STREET, let’s be followers of Jesus Christ who are humble like this Syrophoenician woman … and let’s remain at the Lord’s table with great faith, seeing ourselves as unworthy of, but tenaciously desirous of any of the good gifts of healing the Lord wants to give us.

AS THE FLOCK CALLED 2ND STREET, let’s be followers of Jesus Christ who persistently come to God with our needs – KNOCKING, SEEKING, and ASKING until the Lord in His grace and mercy grants our request.

[bookmark: _GoBack]AND AS THE FLOCK CALLED 2ND STREET, let’s invite the Lord to do such great and marvelous miracles in our lives, that the people around us will be utterly astonished and drawn to seek a relationship with Jesus Christ just as we have.

NEXT SUNDAY … 19 JUNE 2011 … CELEBRATE RECOVERY SUNDAY!  COME LISTENING FOR HOW GOD IS INVITING US TO BRING OUR HURTS, OUR HABITS, AND OUR HANG-UPS TO HIM!
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